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Trom Press D;«pp;chsi 

. WASHINGTON — Attorney Mark Lane 
. wrote Rep. Leo Ryan an unfriendly letter 
. NOv. 6, threatening "dire consequences” if 
. the American government, continued to 
harass the Peoples Temple, Ryan’s admin- 
' istrative assistant says. ' 

Joe Holsinger said he would make the 
.- ‘test of the letter available today. ...c : . 
‘/■t He said he and Ryan both thought that 
? vLane — known for his 'conspiracy theories 
and defense of James Earl Ray, in the Mar- 
tin Luther King killing — was just using 
"typical attorney jargon” and they did. not 
. take the threat seriously, 

Holsinger said he still does not think 
Imne knew -that Ryan would be killed 
when its visited the religious sect in Guy- 
:■ ana) but added, "I’m afraid I’m too far into 
. !h<s thing to give an .unbiased view.” -• 

.$ Ityan got the letter after he wrote cult 
lender Jim Jones “a very civil and very 
. friendly letter” saying he had. heard pros 
■ and cons about the group and would visit 
• Guyana to see for himself what prompted 
rumors that adherents were being held 
against their will. 

In return, Holsinger said, Ryan received 
a letter from Lane, apparently acting as 
attorney for Jones. 

"The letter seemed to indicate Lane felt 
the temple was subject to government ha- 
rassment,” Holsinger said, and the attor- 
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ney outlined what he saw as religious per-:. 

■ secution - 

In the final paragraphs of the letter, Hoi- 
singer said, I.ane “indicated if this harass- 
ment did not cease,' there would be dire 
consequences that would, be somehow of 
great distress to the United States.” 
Holsinger said that Ryan “snorted and ' 
laughed” when he read the letter, but he 
resented Lane’s attitude and spent two . 
hours writing a point by point refutation, 

■ oi the allegations. 


"He felt his mission in Guyana was be-' 

• ing distorted and changed and he was go-. 

• ing down there with an open mind to try 
and find out what was; going- on,” Hoi-, 
singer said. . .. 


- ^ 

. Barbara Pickerell, 30, an assistant It. 
Lane's Memphis office, said she had Mike: 
to another Lane aide in Washington las' 
night who told her she had talked to Lan- 
in Georgetown yesterday. 

The aide in Washington said Lane was 
staying in Georgetown, but was registered 
under a different name and was not talk- 
ing to reporters. ; ' : 

: ."Apparently, he plans to remain down 
there for a while and try to help straighten 
out the situation,” Ms. Pickerell said. 



line, who had been doing legal woB 
/ for the 'People's Temple for three month 
’ had -been summoned by Garry, the -fW 
time attorney of the commune, site- said 
when it was learned that Ryan was seUtfij 
Up a “fact finding team ’.’ to investigab 
conditions at the commune, Ms. Pickc$j| 

' said, ' .. V. 

Jim Jones, a former San Francisco ^ 

: official, is the head of the People’sTemple 
she said. ' *1^ 

. ; Ryan had gone to South America \'U 
investigate claims by some of his constitu 
ents that their children were; being helc 
against their will, drugged and mistreat 
ed,” Ms. Pickerell said. ; ' iv %. 

Lane arrived in Jonestown “last 


' She said earlier reports that Lane was 
wounded were untrue. 

“Therehave been no reports that he has 
been wounded,” Ms. Pickerell, 30, an aide . . 

__ _ -: t0 Lane, said, during an afternoon of ring- ■ Wednesday or Thursday,” she said 

He said Ryan felt that once he arrived in ing telephones at Lane’s home aU177Cen- 

■ Guyana he would be able to convince the • trah “That was a. mistake. We have no rea- 
cultists "he really was there on a mission son to believe lie’s been wounded.” 

searching for the truth.” ?. . Ms. Pickerell. said she has been receiv* 

• Holsinger said he showed Lane’s letter ing reports from attorney April Ferguson, 

to attorney Charles Garry, famed for his another aide to Lane, who flew to Wash- 

defense of the Black Panthers, in the be- ington, D.C!, Sunday, and has been confer- 

lief Garry represented the Peoples Tem- ring with the State Department. 

. pi 6i . V Ms. Pickerell said she had heard from 

Garry was “pretty upset” by the letter, Ms. Ferguson earlier yesterday that Lane 
Holsinger said, and contended that he, and stayed behind in Jonestown with Garry, 
not Lane, was attorney for the group. Ms. Pickerell said. 

Lane, meanwhile was reported today to However, Sue Pittman, press oilicer at 
- ~ the State Department, said to the best ot 

our knowledge” Lane and Garry were at 


be staying in a Georgetown, Guyana, hotel, 
and was “apparently to try to straighten 
things out,” according to an aide in Mem- 
phis. 


Apparently, Ryan and his party, includ- 
ing reporters and the news team, left Jon- 
estown before they were scheduled to 
leave along with five or six people from 
the People’s Temple who had apparently 
decided to Come back with him to the Unit- 
ed States via Georgetown, Miss Pickerell 
said. 

Miss Pickerell said she believes Jones 
was “upset with Congressman Ryan for 
leaving” and Lane stayed behind to 
“soothe the situation,” she said, 

Ms. Pickerell said she has not slept siiicg 
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Port Kaituma’s airstrip and are now T3* v she heard the broadcast Saturday night 
ported to be in Jonestown. ... “And I won’t until it’s over,” ; S|ie sal* 



